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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in ttiis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3,5-9 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ritchie (6,447,469). 

Ritchie discloses an ankle support or a self tightening ankle brace (10) 
having strap structure including first (34) and second (14) elongated strap 
portions and through slit opening (24), wherein first portion adapted to 
wrapped about an ankle and second portion adapted to extend through the 
slit, then downwardly at one side of the ankle, then underfoot and then 
upwardly at the opposite side of the ankle for operative attachment and first 
section (see fig 3). 

With respect to claim 2, the ankle support brace of Ritchie forms a unitary 
strap incorporating first and second sections (see fig 2). 
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With respect to claim 3, Ritchie discloses an ankle support wherein second 
portion is folded relative to the first portion, proximate the slit (see fig 3). 
With respect to claim 5, Ritchie discloses an ankle support with stiffener or 
ring means at the slit (column 2 line 62). 

With respect to claim 6, Ritchie discloses an ankle support including an 
adjustable hook (15) and loop (16) or pile connection (column 2 lines 61- 
62). 

With respect to claims 7-9 and 11-12, the method of establishing the brace 
in an operative condition, Ritchie teaches all of the structural elements of 
the brace and its use is inherent when applying the ankle support of Ritchie 
to an ankle. The method would inherently include operatively attaching the 
strap second portion to the strap first portion via hook and loop or pin 
elements to tighten the strap second portion under foot, second strap 
portion to self adjusting slide in slit in response to ankle flexing, assisting 
tightening of the strap structure (10) and Ritchie also inherently discloses 
folding the strap structure to cause the strap second portion to extend 
downwardly through the slit. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ritchie (469). 

Ritchie substantially discloses the invention, see rejection to claims 1-3,5-9 
and 11-12 above; however, Ritchie does not specifically disclose the brace 
having a slit at an angle a relative to the first portion direction of elongation 
where the angle a is from 40° to 50°. Ritchie does disclose a slit extending 
at an angle a relative to the strap first portion direction of elongation 
(please see figure below). That can be interpreted to be a slit angled 40° to 
50° relative to the strap. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to make the splint specifically angled within the 40° to 50° range to 
have nice folding at slit proximate to better and comfortable fit of brace or 
support to user's ankle. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Taria R. Patel whose telephone 
number is 571-272-3143. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 
6-3.30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Patricia Bianco can be reached on 571-272-4940. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

PATRICIA BIANCO 

TP SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 


